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Project: Xi'an Jiaotong—Liverpool University Administration Information Building
Location: Suzhou, China

Architect: Aedas

Client: Suzhou Industrial Park Education Investment Development Co. Ltd.
Gross floor area: 59,893 square metres

Completion year: 2013

Director: Andy Wen

INTRODUCTION

Xi'an Jiaotong—Liverpool University is a new international university jointly founded by Xi'an Jiaotong
University China and the University of Liverpool UK as a joint venture. It is a leading Sino-Foreign
cooperative university in China, offering undergraduate degree programmes in the fields of science,
engineering and management.

Located in Suzhou Industrial Park, the university grows up in a beautiful environment where there is a
harmonious coexistence of the city’s rich cultural traditions and its rapid economic development.
Designed by Andy Wen, Global Board Director at Aedas, its Administration Information Building was
inspired by the famous Taihu stone unearthed in the Taihu lake area west of Suzhou city. The porous
nature of the stone is reflected by voids and spaces inside the building, which facilitate interactions
and allow a series of sustainable design features.

DESIGN CONCEPT

The design of Xi'an Jiaotong—Liverpool University Administration Information Building drew inspiration
from Taihu stones, which are a kind of limestone exposed to long-term wave erosion, resulting in
pores and holes all over the stone. Among the four famous stones in ancient China, Taihu stones
come first and are an essential element for traditional Chinese gardens. The naturally peculiar and
precipitous appearance has been the favourite of Chinese scholars to represent their ideal and
aspiration in nature. Taihu Stones are sometimes referred as Scholar’'s Stone.

The Administration Information Building comprises an administration centre, a learning and resources
centre, a training centre and a student activities centre. The pores and holes of the Taihu stones are
transformed into a void structure of a cube with functional spaces linking up different programmes in
the building. The voids introduce natural daylight and ventilation and also allow the building to respond
to the users and surrounding context turning it into a vessel for interaction.

SUSTAINABILITY

The voids play an important role in the building’s sustainable strategy. They are on the south-east face
to encourage natural ventilation during summer time; while the solid north-west face blocks cold wind
during the winter. The different heights of voids create a three-dimensional Suzhou garden within the
building, with the extending roof garden to provide three specific entrances for the four programmes.
Red titanium zinc plates were adopted in atrium to capture a spectacular, twisting structure throughout
the building. The perforated aluminium louvers on the facade reinforce the penetration of natural light
and reduce solar gain.



Project: Lé Architecture

Location: Taipei, Taiwan

Architect: Aedas

Client: Earnest Development & Construction Corporation
Gross floor area: 9,113 square metres

Completion year: 2017

Director: Andy Wen

Designed by Aedas, Lé Architecture in Taipei, Taiwan is soon to be completed to redefine Taipei's
rapidly developing skyline. The design draws inspiration from river pebbles to deliver a unique,
aesthetic office building well integrating with the adjacent Jilong River and the local context in
Nangang District in Taipei. The project also marks an important milestone on the revival of Nangang
district.

Imitating a pebble embraced with mosses in the river, Leé Architecture provides vertical green belts on
the west as well as a series of highly vegetated outdoor terraces on both the north and south of
building ends, creating diverse facade layers with unparallelled views. Efficient, interactive and healthy
office spaces are carefully planned to provide an ‘urban living room’ with span-leveled communal
areas including kitchens, coffee shops, small libraries and brainstorming spaces, creating a
comfortable and inspiring work environment for creativity.

This 18-storey office building is designed in an elegant oval form that straight glass panels are applied
to optimise construction feasibility. Green planters on the west provide sufficient shading and
effectively lower the temperature in the interiors during summer. Vertical aluminum fins in specific
distance and depth facilitate to control the amount of sunlight streaming into the interiors. The project
aims to achieve LEED gold certification.



Project: Gmond International Building Project
Location: Shenzhen, PRC

Architect: Aedas

Client: Shenzhen Gmond International Industry Co., Ltd
Gross floor area: 59,958 square metres

Completion year: 2019

Director: Andy Wen

Located in Shenzhen as a representative regeneration project of the old town, the project consists of 3
main functions including the headquarters for Tellus-Gmond, Grade 5A lettable office spaces and a
jewellery trading centre. The well-facilitated transport hub brings enormous circulation to the complex
generating excellent development potentials.

Architectural form of the 200-metre super high-rise drew inspiration from the Chinese traditional totem
of ‘bamboo’ which symbolises prosperity and moral high ground. The ascending podium massing
recaptures a growing bamboo, integrating exterior landscaped staircases, public platforms, eco-
friendly rooftop gardens and an art centre as a jewellery exhibition venue. The podium fagade
expressing as large bamboo leaves to enclose the commercial component forming an interesting duet
with the blooming tower.



Project: Changsha Hua Center Phase Il Project
Location: Changsha, PRC

Architect: Aedas

Client: Changsha Juyun Investment Co.,Ltd.
Gross floor area: 122,154 square metres
Completion year: 2019

Director: Andy Wen

Changsha Hua Center Phase Il Project is a part of Hua Center complex invested by Changsha’s Hua
Yuan Group. Located in Jeigang West Road at the junction of Taiping Street and Pozi Street, the
popular destination in Changsha, the site is adjacent to Xiang River which runs through the city’s
famous icons, Orange Island and Yuelu Hill.

Inspired by the feature of Changsha, ‘mountain, water, island and city’, the iconic building form of this
project is associated with the unique landscape of Zhangjiajie, a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
Hunan Province. Accommodating innovative office space and state-of-the-art shopping centre, the
project is positioned as ‘culture oriented development’ and aims to be the most cutting-edge lifestyle
centre in town. It features multiple ground levels, stylish retail space, diversified vertical transportation,
office sky lobby and customised facilities in co-working space.

Office towers sit on the north and south with bridges linking part of the podiums. Building orientation
favours diverse views of ‘Mountain, water, island and city’. The podium and the basement create new
shopping experience featuring art, culture and nature. The rooftop garden provides tranquil,
landscaped transitional space between the mixed-use commercial building and the office towers.

The glass facade features with clean vertical lines of metal louvers to present a contemporary office
image. The first floor of the podium applies glass curtain wall with abundant commercial display
spaces, whilst the second to fourth floors use stone on the curtain wall with vertical crafted lines to
align with the overall design. The podium roof is a highly vegetated garden with pathways, integrating
cultural and natural elements into the complex.



Project: Henggqin International Financial Center

Location: Zhuhai, PRC

Architect: Aedas

Client: Zhuhai Shizimen Central Business District Development Holdings Co., Ltd.
Gross floor area: 138,158 square metres

Completion year: 2018

Director: Andy Wen and Keith Griffiths

Henggin International Financial Center is located on the offshore financial island in Henggin within
Zhuhai’'s Shizimen Central Business District, possessing optimal panoramic mountain views. It faces
the landscape axis of Hengqging Central Business District to be provided sooner on the south,
Peninsular Macao and Lisboa hotel on the north and wide sea and also entertainment facilities in
Taipa Island on the east. It sits opposite to the booming Zhuhai Eastern New Area on the west. The
unique landscape conditions provide great flexibility and advantages for the orientation layout of the
building. The 334-metre building comprises offices and apartments, with retail and conference and
exhibition components on the podium.

The spirally rising volume resembles a flood dragon. The design of the property was inspired by the
famous painting ‘Nine Dragons’ dating from the Southern Sung Dynasty. In ancient Chinese literature,
flood dragon is a mythical creature capable of invoking storms and floods. It describes a newborn
power, representing a new architecture is built for a flourish and uprising financial centre. From the
exterior the building looks like four towers converging into one building, symbolising the convergence
of talent from Zhuhai, Macau, Hong Kong and Shenzhen (Guangdong) at Henggin.

The facade applies glass and metal panels. The entrance canopy forms a large dynamic curtain and
connects with the folding roof of the exhibition hall. Henggin International Financial Center brings
traditional Chinese culture of dragon into the core of the Hengqin New District, creating an iconic
architecture on this excellent site in Shizimen.
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Project: Chongqing Xinhua Bookstore Group Jiefangbei Book City Mixed-use Project

Location: Chongging, PRC

Architect: Aedas

Client: Chongging Xinhua Bookstore Group, Chongging Xinhua Media Ltd., Chongging North Green
Industry Co., Ltd.

Gross floor area: 153,980 square metres

Completion year: 2020

Directors: Andy Wen and Keith Griffiths

Chonggqing Xinhua Bookstore Group Jiefangbei Book City Mixed-use Project is a dynamic complex
that encompasses a sky cultural plaza, retails, apartments, offices and a boutique hotel in the
Jiefangbei Central Business District, the heart of downtown Chongging. Aedas draws design
inspiration from an ancient Chinese prose ‘Knowledge brings wealth’ to integrate book with the cultural
elements of Chongging, creating an interactive commercial complex with Xinhua Bookstore sitting at
the core of the podium.

The building unfolds stepping terraces in an elegant form of a rolling book scroll implying the spirit of
wisdom and knowledge. The stepped architecture not only reveals the well known geographic beauty
of Chongging which is also named 'Mountain City', but also interacts with the surroundings and
rejuvenates the city landscape, best described as ‘A Mountain City Embraces Books'.

Three distinctively themed plazas are well connected with the street and green terraces by a grand
express escalator. The inclined rooftop and cultural plaza at the podium become a new cultural
destination for lifestyle and entertainment activities, while the sky cultural plaza enriches and extends
the civic space of Jiefangbei Plaza to provide a refreshing and tranquil environment in this business
centre for users to relax and enjoy.
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